
Draft New Zealand National Plan of 

Action – Sharks: Key points for 

submission 

 

The draft National Plan of Action (NPOA) – Sharks is available here: 
http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Consultations/npoa+sharks+2013/default.htm  

 

Submissions must be received by MPI by Sunday 8th December 2013 

Email: NPOA-Sharks@mpi.govt.nz 

Post: Fisheries Management, Ministry for Primary Industries, P O Box 2526, Wellington 6140 

 

Support the elimination of shark finning in New Zealand waters 

Overall, it is vital to support the adoption of the objective to eliminate shark finning in New 

Zealand fisheries (objective 2.5) at this stage this is only a proposal, so support is needed 

before Sunday 8th December to ensure the government makes the right decision and goes 

ahead with this proposed objective. 

Suggested submission: The New Zealand government must acknowledge that shark finning 

has no place in a sustainable fisheries management regime, and eliminate shark finning in 

New Zealand. 

 

Strengthen the draft NPOA to ban shark finning sooner, and in the best way 

While it is positive that the New Zealand government is finally proposing to adopt an objective 

to eliminate shark finning in New Zealand fisheries this needs to be strengthened. 

Under the draft NPOA – Sharks, the government could allow shark finning to continue in 

New Zealand waters for almost three more years. 

The letter introducing the draft NPOA states that shark finning regulations would be 

“progressively implemented from 1 October 2014 over a two year period” meaning shark 

finning could continue up to October 2016. This is completely unacceptable. New Zealand is 

already trailing most of our major trading partners and many Pacific countries with far fewer 

resources than us who lead the world in shark conservation. 

Suggested submission: Shark finning must be banned in New Zealand waters, from 2014 and 

this timeframe must be clear in the NPOA. 

http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/Consultations/npoa+sharks+2013/default.htm


 

Under the draft NPOA – Sharks, the government does not commit to adopting international best 

practice. 

The NPOA states that: ”Strategies may include: A ‘Fins Naturally Attached’ policy (requiring the 

shark trunk to be landed with fins naturally attached) for shark species and fisheries such as tuna 

longlining where high levels of waste are currently occurring” 

“Fins naturally attached” legislation (ie, requiring sharks to be landed whole) is considered to be 

international best practice, and is included in the Convention on Migratory Species' Memorandum 

of Understanding on Sharks, which has been ratified by 50 nations including Australia, the USA and 

the European Union nations. The New Zealand government must commit to this, not simply say 

that it “may” do so. 

Suggested submission: New Zealand must commit to a ban on shark finning requiring that all 

sharks caught in highly migratory species fisheries are either released back into the ocean or 

landed with their fins naturally attached. In all other fisheries, sharks must be either released 

alive, landed with their fins naturally attached or processed at sea but fully utilised. 

Suggested submission: New Zealand must sign and implement the Convention on Migratory 

Species MoU on Sharks in 2014, and cooperate in international shark conservation efforts. 

 

 

Why is this so important? 

New Zealand is a significant player in shark fishing and shark finning internationally. We are the 13th 

biggest fishing nation for sharks, 10th biggest export nation, we are a major exporter of shark fins to 

Hong Kong and we are the biggest exporter of dried shark fins to the USA. 

 

Shark species are in trouble around the world, and New Zealand is adding to the problem. The three 

main shark species caught and finned in New Zealand’s tuna longline fishery are blue shark, porbeagle 

shark and short-fin mako. All three are listed on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

 

Shark finning is one of the most wasteful forms of fishing. Sharks are caught for their fins alone, and 

once they’re killed and the fins removed, the rest of the body is dumped overboard, wasted. Less than 

5% of the shark is used. This is not sustainable, and it is a very bad reflection on New Zealand fisheries 

and seafood exports. 

 

Shark finning is damaging New Zealand's reputation internationally. Shark fin exports account for less 

than 0.5% of New Zealand's seafood industry export earnings. However, the damage that shark finning 

does to our reputation could impact on the whole $1.56 billion seafood industry. 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/


 

New Zealand’s current law is lagging far behind other countries. Almost 100 countries and states 

around the world have banned shark finning, but in New Zealand it is currently still legal to catch 

sharks only for their fins, kill and fin them, then dump their bodies overboard. 

 

New Zealand is letting the Pacific region down when it comes to shark conservation. Many Pacific 

Island countries, led by Tokelau and Palau, have designated their entire waters as shark sanctuaries 

where no fishing or finning of sharks is allowed. Many others have banned shark finning. These 

countries have recognised the ecological, economic and cultural value of sharks alive is far greater 

than the dollar value of their fins. But Pacific sharks still risk being killed for their fins alone in New 

Zealand waters. 

 

New Zealand is ignoring the recommendations of leading international experts. The United Nations1 

advises countries to ban shark finning through requiring sharks be landed with their fins naturally 

attached. The Convention on Migratory Species calls for countries to do this under their Sharks MoU.2 

                                                        

1  United Nations Resolution 62/177: “Calls upon States to take immediate and concerted action to improve the 

implementation of and compliance with existing regional fisheries management organization or arrangement and 

national measures that regulate shark fisheries, in particular those measures which prohibit or restrict fisheries 

conducted solely for the purpose of harvesting shark fins, and, where necessary, to consider taking other measures, as 

appropriate, such as requiring that all sharks be landed with each fin naturally attached;”

 

2  CMS Sharks MoU: “Signatories recognize that in order to be successful in these endeavours they should make 

every effort, as appropriate and subject to the availability of necessary resources, to regulate or manage the harvest of 

sharks in order to address shark finning and, where not already in place, enact legislation or regulations to prohibit 

shark finning, including by considering taking measures, as appropriate, to require that sharks be landed with each fin 

naturally attached in line with UN General Assembly Resolution 62/177 and with Recommendation 4.114 of the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature” 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/general_assembly_resolutions.htm
http://sharksmou.org/general-documents

